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Authority and is transmitted to the applicant acconding to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet 

IS This report is also aoconnpanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and;br drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and^r sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 2 sheets. 
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Basis of the opinion 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and Industrial applicability 


IV 
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Lack of unity of Invention 
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Reasoned statement under Rule 66^(a}(ii} with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appGcabiiity; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Certain documents cited 
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Certain detects in the international application 
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Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 
03.06.2004 


Date of oompieHon of this report 
18.04.2006 


Name and mailing address of the international 
prelimbiary examining authority; 

_ European Patent Office - P.B. 581S Patentiaan 2 
rvU.-2280 HV Rljswfjk - Pays Bas 
Sgf) Tel. -h31 70 340 • 2040 TX 31 651 epO nl 
^ Fax: -fSI 70340 - 3016 


Authorized Officer j^^*^ 

D Sylva.C 1 / 

Telephone No. +31 70 340-2745 ^m^-^ 



Pom) PCT/IPEA/409 (Cover Sheet) (January 2004) 



m 





15-04-2005 13:55 



FROM- 



T-210 P.004/009 F-6t0 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCTAJS 03/34070 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office In response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to In tfife report as "originally fited" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)}. 

Description, Pages 

1-4 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-14 as amended (together with any statement) under Art 1 d PCT 

Drawings, Sheets 

1 B'SQ as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language m which the intemational application was filed, unless othenA^ise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the International search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the Intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andfor 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andA>r amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international prelinninary examination was canled out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained In the international application in written form. 

□ filed together witli the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority In written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable fonri. 

□ The statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished* 

□ The statement that the infomnation recorded In computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been fumished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.r 

□ the drawings. sheets: 
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5. □ This report ha$ been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 7 and annexed to this 
report) 

6. Additional observattons, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applieabiltty; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial a|}plicabliity (lA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-14 



1-14 



1-14 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference Is made to the following document: 

D1 : US-A-6 061 460 (SEC YEOL-GU) 9 May 2000 (2000-05-09) 



2. Novelty -claim 1: 

The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the 
subject-matter of claim 1, and shows (the references in parentheses applying 
to this document): 
An assembly, comprising: 

- a trim panel (20) having an inner surface and a generally continuous surface; 

- an attachment member (52,66,76) integrally fomned with said inner surface; 
and 

- an acoustic device (26) capable of being mated to said inner surface of said 
trim panel. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known assembly by the 
following special technical features ; said attachment member includes a ramp 
surface such that rotation of said acoustic device draws said acoustic device 
toward said trim panel. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 



3. inventive step - claim 1 : 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as having 
a loose attachment of the acoustic device once it is fitted between the trim 
panel (20) and the rotatable fixing member (60). 
On the other hand, the mounting assembly is designed with two different 
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components, the acoustic device (26) and the rotatable fixing member (60), 
which leads to a costly manufacturing, storage and mounting process. 

The solution to these problems is proposed in claim 1 of the present 
application, for the following reasons: 

It is clearly said in claim 1 that the rotation of the acoustic device draws said 
acoustic device toward said trim panel; this means that; 

- There is no more loose fitting between the acoustic device and the trim 
panel. 

- mating means with the attachment means of the trim panel and acoustic 
device represent one single component 

This design solves the two above cited problems. 

Subject-matter of claim Is therefore considered as involving an inventive step 
(Article 33(3) PCT). 



4. Independent claims 2 to 14 ; 



Claims 2 to 14 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the 
requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 



5. Industrial applicability: 



Automotive industry. 
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BEST AVAIUBLE COPY 

Whatisclaiinedis: 

L An assembly, coaqm&ing: 

a tnm panel having an innsx sur&ce and a genoally contiQuoTis oixt^ 

an attachment menaiber integrally foxmgd vdth said innqr suxfece; and 

an acoustic device enable of bemg mated to said inner sutfice cf said Izim 

panelp 

wherein said fftt twemi^ey w^imi^ n pgjjp ffiifp>5?» that ro ^o n ftf 

acoustic device dxaws said accusib device towaxd said tizm panet 

2. The assembly according to Claim 1 » wherein an vpper sur&ce of said 
acoustic device is geoerallyplanarto said inner suz&ceofsaidtdm panel when said 
acoustic device is niated to said trim pfimel. 

3. The assembly acccnding to Claim l^whearon said dttaclmi^ 
includes at least one genetal]yl/-sh^ed mounting portion ^ft^wng said ramp sud&ce. 

4^ The asseaobly according to Claim l.^wfaerean said attac^^ 
indodes two diam^eally opposed geneiTlly L-shaped moimtine pordotis to define said 
•zamp surface. 

5. The assembly according to Claim l»wherem said aeoustiedbviee is lot^^ 
counterdockwisB aloi:^ saidxamp surface toward said trim pmid. 

6. The assembly according to Claim 1, wbercin said acousdc device is rotated 
docjcwise aloi^ said issp sux&ce away fiom said tzim panel. 

7« The assembly according to Claim 1, wherein said attacbmeni member 
defining said ramp surface is generally arcuate in shape. 
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8» The assembly accoxdusg to Claim 1, whodn said nttat^tiw^gr^t n^ember 
iududes at least one detem asd said acoustic device 

xecess fibr leeeiving said detent to fixedly attach said acoustic device to said trim panel 

9. Tbe assembly aecoidu^ to Claim 8. wherein said at least one detem is 
integrally fomed cm saidisnersuifice of said tmn panel 

1 0. The assembly according to Claim 1, inrbezein said acoustic device incltides at 
least one detent and said attacfamem member indudes at least one conespondiag recess for 
zeceiviiig said detent to fix^y attach said acoustic device to said torn panel 

11. The assembly according to Claim wherein said trim panel indndes two 
diametrically opposed detents and said acoustic device mnhides two diametrical^ opposed 
ra:es5es recdvii^ said detents to fixedly attach said acoasdc de^^ 

12. The assembly according to Claim l* wherein said inner surface of said trim 
panel is generally contimious. 

13. The assembly according to Qaim 1, wherein said acoustic device has an 
opening to receive said attactmifinr memb^. 

14. The assembly acceding to Qaim 13, ^^^lecein said open^ 
apair of diameoically opposed cutouts to zecelvB said attachment member. 
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